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new﻿book,﻿The Rise of Realism,﻿is﻿a﻿provocative﻿study﻿of﻿realism,﻿both﻿as﻿a﻿historical﻿idea﻿as﻿well﻿as﻿
their﻿respective﻿realist﻿positions.﻿The﻿book﻿is﻿unique,﻿written﻿as﻿a﻿dialogue﻿between﻿both﻿DeLanda﻿
and﻿Harman,﻿which﻿ultimately﻿gives﻿the﻿text﻿an﻿original﻿vocative﻿flow﻿that﻿makes﻿it﻿easy﻿to﻿follow﻿
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familiar﻿ ontological﻿ and﻿ epistemological﻿ theories.﻿ In﻿ doing﻿ so,﻿DeLanda﻿ and﻿Harman﻿provide﻿ a﻿
holistic﻿scholarly﻿tour de force﻿that﻿one﻿would﻿be﻿hard-pressed﻿to﻿find﻿any﻿other﻿volume﻿on﻿the﻿topic.

















and﻿Harman’s﻿book.﻿Most﻿often﻿than﻿naught,﻿The Rise of Realism’s﻿sentences﻿read﻿like﻿this:
Now that you put it that way, I think I understand your question better. Heidegger’s clearest statement 
on the a priori comes in his discussion of Husserl in the first hundred or so pages of the 925 Marburg 
Lecture Course, translated into English as History of the Concept of Time. The course begins with 
a really profound discussion of Husserl, and Heidegger’s agreements and disagreements with him; 
it’s absolutely the best text for examining their intellectual relationship. Heidegger tells us here that 
the three most important contributions of phenomenology were intentionality, the original sense of a 
priori, and categorical intuition. But he missed the most important of all: intentional objects, which 
Heidegger simply ignores in his own work even though they are the very foundation of Husserl’s 







International Journal of Actor-Network Theory and Technological Innovation


















International Journal of Actor-Network Theory and Technological Innovation
Volume 9 • Issue 2 • April-June 2017
66
Steven Umbrello is the Managing Director at the Institute for Ethics and Emerging Technologies. Steven also 
currently serves as a junior research associate at the Global Catastrophic Risk Institute. His primary research 
interests involve the societal impacts and risk reduction strategies for emerging technologies. He studied philosophy 
of science at the University of Toronto, ethics at the University of Edinburgh and science and technology studies 
at York University.
REFERENCES
Harman,﻿G.﻿(2016).﻿Immaterialism: Objects and Social Theory.﻿Cambridge,﻿UK:﻿Polity.﻿Retrieved﻿from﻿http://
ca.wiley.com/WileyCDA/WileyTitle/productCd-1509500960.html
